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Defending Our Herr'rugef-

Virginia Hunting Dog Alliance
Powhatan, Virginia
April 30, 2020

Register to Vote InThis|ssuse
Now you have seen what happenswhen peoplewho think theway wedo, don’t *  Register to Vote
vote. Thereisno reason for you to be surprised unlessyou just wokeup froma ¢ General Assembly Report
forty-year deep. Only forty percent of licensed huntersin Virginiaareregistered «  Banquet — 2020

tovote! Far fewer voted last fall. We are calling on hunt clubsto requiretheir
membersto register to vote and show their voter registration card to be ahunt
club member. Then vote, get your spouse, children, cousins, grandchildren, your

. Fund Raising and Covid-19
e Listing of Hunt Clubs

. New Chapter

friendsand neighborsto VOTE!
. Microchip Program
Election Day 2020isNovember 3. You have no excusefor not being registered «  Stopped on Right of Way
andvoting. Itistheaobligation of dl citizens. e Field trials canceled
. P tati to DGIF
General Assembly Report —

TheVeto session held onApril 22™ marked the end 2020 | egid ative session, with the possiblefall sessiontoreview State
revenues. It hasbeen along, at timesdifficult and generally successful session for thosewho hunt with dogs. Thefollowing
isabrief summary of some of the billsthat were moreimportant to us. Thosethat passed and signed becomelaw July 1,
2020.

HB388 Delegate Edmundsand SB262 Senator Chafin —Passed and Signed

Special licenseto hunt elk. Authorizesthe Board of Gameand Inland Fisheries(the Board) to createaspecial licensefor
hunting ek in the elk management zonethat isrequired in additionto agenera huntinglicense. Thebill authorizestheBoard
to establish (i) quotasand proceduresfor selection to purchaseaspecia ek license, (ii) anonrefundabl e application fee of
$15for residentsand $20 for nonresidentsand aspecial elk licensefee at no morethan $40 for residentsand $400 for
nonresidents, and (iii) guidelines permitting thetransfer of specia elk licensestoindividuals, cooperatorswho assistin
meeting agency hunting objectives, or wildlife conservation organi zationswhose missionisto ensure the conservation of
Virginia'swildliferesources. Thehill clarifiesthat aseparate specid licenseto hunt ek isnot required to hunt elk outside of
the designated elk management zone. VaH DA supported.

HB449 Delegate Fowler - Passed and Signed

Unlawful hunting, fishing, or trapping; prohibition upon conviction. Providesthat any person convicted of violating
ahunting, fishing, or trapping law may a so be prohibited by the court from hunting, fishing, or trapping for aperiod of
onetofiveyears. VaH DA supported.
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HB1074 Delegate Adams- Passed and Signed

Harassing animals; certain species. Changesfrom “molest” to* harass’ theterm used in describing certain
unlawful actsagainst animalsof certain species.

Thistroubling venture into the world of political wildlife was amended thanks to the alert, persistent help of
Delegate Gilbert.

HB1272 Delegate Robinson - Passed and Signed

Huntinglicense; senior resident lifetimelicensefor hunting bear, deer, and turkey. Directsthe Board of Game
and Inland Fisheriesto provide abasic senior resident lifetime hunting license that includesboth abasic hunting license
and aspecia bear, deer, and turkey license. Thelicense shall beavailable only to aresident of the Commonwealth who
is80 yearsof ageor older and shall cost $200.

SB616 Senator Deeds- Passed and Signed

Department of Gameand I nland Fisheries; namechange. Renamesthe Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
asthe Department of Wildlife Resourcesand the Board of Game and Inland Fisheriesasthe Board of Wildlife Re-
sources. VaH DA supported.

SB774 Senator Chafin - Passed and Signed

Biggamehunting; guar anteed killsprohibited; penalty. Prohibitsoffering for sale, selling, offering to purchase, or
purchasing ahunt guaranteeing thekilling of adeer, bear, or wild turkey. Thebill doesnot prevent alandowner fromleasing
land for hunting. A violation ispunishableasaClass 1 misdemeanor; when the aggregate of such salesor purchases, or any
combination thereof, by any person total s$500 or more during any 90-day period, such violationispunishableasaClass
6felony.

The Bill is intended to send a message to the commercial hunt community that Virginians will not tolerate the
commercial exploitation of their wildlife resources. Even DGIF was surprised at the number of people that said
they were commercial guidesin Virginia. This bill was requested by the VaHDA. We thank Senator Chafin for
sponsoring this bill.

SB882 Senator L ocke- Passed and Signed

Conservation policeofficers; exter nal appointment. Removesaprovision prohibiting the Director of the Depart-
ment of Gameand Inland Fisheriesfrom making an externa appointment for any sworn law-enforcement position above
therank of conservation police officer. Current law requiresthat al promotionswithin the Department’ssworn ranksbe
made from among existing sworn conservation police officers. VaH DA supported.

SB886 Senator Marsden - DEFEATED

Huntingwith dogs, retrieval and trespass; dischar geof firearm on road; civil and criminal penalties. Prohibitsa
dog owner fromalowing hisdog to run at large on the property of another after thelandowner has given noticeto thedog
owner to keep dogs off the property. Thebill providesfor acivil penalty of $100 per dog enforced by animal control,
conservation police, and other law-enforcement officersand acivil penalty of $250 per occurrence for a second or
subsequent occurrence. Thebill containsan exception to the penalty if the dog’sowner or custodian releasesthe dog on
property measuring 500 acres or morethat isowned or |eased by him or on which he haswritten permission to hunt.

Thebill providesthat the rel ease of ahunting dog on apublic road or on either side of such road within 100 feet of the
centerlineisaClass4 misdemeanor. Thebill also requiresahunter of game other than fox or raccoon, when going on
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prohibited landsto retrieve hisdog, to obtain the permission of the owner or occupant of the property before entering such
prohibited lands. A violation of suchisaClass4 misdemeanor.

Finally, thebill makesit aClass4 misdemeanor to discharge afirearm or bow within 75 feet of either sdeof thecenterline
of aroad. Current law prohibits such dischargein or acrossany road, within theright-of-way thereof, or in astreet of any
city or town. Thebill includestechnica changes.

Senator Marsden did not appear at thefirst scheduled hearing. When the hearing wasfinally held, he used a photo
collection of “ shot dogs’ provided by Jim Hackett to support his contention that dog hunters were terrorizing
rural Virginia. Mr. Hackett reported on Facebook that he had proposed a*“ compromise” to Senator Marsden. His
proposed “ plan” had a striking resemblance to the “ Georgia Plan” of licensing of hunt clubs, dogs and owners
and losing your right to hunt if your dogs got off your land threetimes. Inthe midst of the hearing, Delegate Farris
appeared to suggest to Senator Marsden that he amend the bill to pertain only to “ deer dogs.” The people who
appeared in support of the bill were the same group of individuals who have been trying to outlaw hunting with
dogsfor 12 years. Once a hearing wasfinally held, thisbill was overwhelmingly defeated by a bi-partisan vote. You
can thank the Leaders of the VaHDA at both the Sate and County Chapter level for the efforts in defeating this
bill. A special shout out goesto the many days put in the fight by Chairman John Morse and Vice Chairman Robin
Hutt. VaH DA Opposed.

HB 963 Delegate Webert - Defeated

Bear damaging cr ops, kill per mit. Requiresthe Director of the Department of Game and Inland Fisheriesto authorize
thekilling of bear whenthey arefound to be responsiblefor damaging crops, including during aharvest. Thebill prohibits
the Director fromauthorizing nonlethal control measuresunlessthey are specifically requested by theowner or lessee of the
land wherethe crop damage occurred. VaHDA Opposed

HB 1188 Delegate Wampler - Withdrawn by the Sponsor

Bear huntinglicense; inclusion in licenseto hunt deer and turkey. Directsthe Board of Game and Inland Fisheries
toincludetheability to hunt bear inthe existing license to hunt deer and turkey. Current law providesthat the standard big
gamelicenseshall include only deer and turkey if the Board has exercised itsdiscretion to create aseparatelicensefor
hunting bear alone. Thebill containstechnica amendments. VaHDA Opposed

Numerous*® Dog” billswere introduced this session. Alice Harrington of the Virginia Federation of
Dog Clubs and Breeders, the AKC affiliatein Virginia and an ally, did yeoman work on the bills. We
could not have kept up with themif she had not put in the long hoursin Richmond. There are simply
too many to report here.

SB272 and HB Senator Bell and Delegate L evine - Passed and Signed

Tethering animals; adequate shelter and space. Providesthat the outdoor tethering of an animal doesnot meet the
requirement of adequate shelter during ahurricanewarning or tropical scormwarning or if theanimal isnot safefrom
predatorsor well suited or equipped to tolerateitsenvironment. Thebill providesthat unlessan animal control officer
hasinspected an animal’sindividual circumstancesand determined it to be safefrom predatorsand well suited and
equipped to tolerateits environment, no such outdoor tethering during aheat advisory, asevereweather warning, or a
period when thetemperature s 85 degrees Fahrenheit or higher or 32 degrees Fahrenheit or lower shall contitutethe
provision of adequate shelter. The measureincreasesthe minimum tether length required to congtitute adequate spaceto
15feetinlength or four timesthelength of theanimal, whichever isgreater. Current law requiresthetether to beat least
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10feet inlength or threetimesthelength of theanimal, whichever isgreater. Thebill providesan exception for acasein
whichananimal control officer, havinginspected ananimd’sindividua circumstances, determinesthat ashorter tether of
at least 10 feet or threetimesthelength of the animal makesthe animal safer, more suited, and better equipped totolerate
itsenvironment than alonger tether would. Thishill isidentical toHB 1552.

This bill died in Senate the Agriculture Committee by one vote; Senator Sanley voted against it. Later in the
evening, after all but one of our team had |eft, he moved to have the bill reconsidered, abstained on the vote, and

the bill passed by one vote. Thankfully, Alice Harrington stayed through the entire hearing to see Senator
Sanley in action on behalf of the Animal Rights groups.

Senator Ryan McDougle worked hard on our behalf throughout the entire session. His efforts ultimately led to
keeping the “ local option” part of the bill from passing. Because of amendments, thiswill prove very difficult to
enforce. There are many legislators who deserve recognition we will remember their efforts at election time.
VVaHDA opposed

SB 891 Senator M ar sden —Passed with amendments, Gover nor Amendments (1 defeated; 2,3,4 passed)
Animal welfareregulations,; keeping of dogs, cats, and rabbits; Animal Welfarelnspector. Directsthe Board of
Agriculture and Consumer Servicesto adopt comprehensive regulations governing (i) the keeping of dogs, cats, and
rabbits by any commercial dog breeder, dealer, pet shop, or private or public animal shelter and (ii) the keeping of
companion animalsby zoos. Theregulationsareto require an annual $25 registration by every regulated person or facility
and may establish standardsthat apply only to aparticular category of regul ated entity. Thebill createsthe position of State
Animal Welfare Inspector as an employee of the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Servicesand directsthe
I nspector or arepresentativeto conduct two annua inspections of each regulated facility. Findly, thebill directsthe State
Veterinarian to convene atechnical advisory committeethat includesrepresentativesof potentially affected breeders,
deders, pet shops, shelters, agencies, zoos, veterinarians, and others, aswell as representatives of the Office of the
Attorney General, to assist inthe devel opment of regulationsand guidance required by thehill.

Amendments made by the General Assembly madethe bill apply only to Pet stores. Gover nor's Amendment number
1, requested by PETA, would have made it apply more broadly. VaH DA opposed Governor’s Amendment #1 and
took no position on the remainder of the hill.

HB1416 Delegate Ronnie Campbell - Defeated in sub-committee

Animal care; zoosand petting zoos; seizur eof animals. Raisesfrom reasonabl e cause to probabl e cause the standard
for abelief that animal cruelty lawsare being violated for purposes of an application for asearch warrant. Thebill adds
animalslocated at azoo or petting zoo, defined inthebill, to agricultural animalsasexceptionsto the standardsfor seizure
or impoundment of companion animals. Thehill also requiresthat before asei zure can take place at azoo or petting zoo,
adirect and immediate threat to an animal must exist that cannot be corrected in areasonabletimeor that the owner is
unable or unwilling to correct. Thebill requires humaneinvestigatorsto beresidents of the Commonwealth. The hill
containstechnica amendments.

This bill was extremely important to restore Constitutional civil rightsto animal search and seizure law. The
sponsor promisesto bring this bill back. It merits support by every animal owner. VaH DA supported.
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Banquet — 2020

The decision has been madeto reschedulethe Banquet for May 1%, 2021. All other detailsrelated to the event, including
times, prizes, price, etc. remain the same. If you have purchased tickets or atable sponsor, you may keep them and they
will be honored next year or you can get arefund from the person that sold you theticket. For questionscall Banquet
Chairman Cliff Preddy at (434) 247-6491, be sureto leaveamessage. Hewill returnyour call.

Fund Raisngand Covid-19

Hunting continueswith Turkey season and fox hunting but for all practical purposesfundraising hascometoahalt. All
eventsthat were scheduled have been canceled asthe Governor hasissued “ stay-at-home” orders. It hasbecome
difficult for hunt clubsto pay their land |eases; many may haveto reducethe amount of land they rent. To compound the
problem, whenwearefreeto resume*normal activity” therewill beashorter timeand so fewer dateswhenthe stews,
BBQsand other events can be held.

TheVaHDA isinthe samefix. Field trialsand other events had to be postponed or cancelled. If you can afford adona-
tion, it would bevery helpful. Thefight against the commercia hunting and animal rightsgroups continuesand becomes
moreintenseevery year. Just because we havewon thefight year after year, hound hunterstakefor granted that thefight
continues and so doesthe need to support our efforts.

You can donateto the VirginiaHunting Dog Alliance onlineat https.//vahda.org/donate/. You can al so text theword
“hound” to 225-25 and it will take you to the VAHDA donation portal. You can text theword “foundation” to 225-25
anditwill gotothe VAHDAF portal.

We often have hunterstell ustheir club isamember but have never received apenny of support. Pleasehelp now if you
can.

Listing of Hunt Clubs

TheVirginiaHunting Dog Alliancewebsite, www.vahda.org , hasbeen updated to reflect the donations of Hunt Club and
Associationsthrough March 31, 2020. Thelist includestheall of the Hunt Clubsthat haveindividua swho aremembers
of theVaHDA, so you can seewho ishel ping with thefight to defend the Heritage of hunt with dogsand whoisriding the
backsof others.

Oncesocia distancing isbehind us, the County Chapterswill begin contacting each clubto talk about theissuesthat
favor VirginiaHound hunters and seek the support of the entire club. Knowing that fundsarelikely to be scarcefor many
clubs, weurgeyou to haveyour club ask itsindividua membersto go onlineandjoin at www.\VVaHDA .org/join.cfm. The
number of members make usstrong, evenwhen fundsarelimited.
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New Chapter in Madison and Greene

A new VaHDA Chapter was scheduled to form on April the 5" inameeting to be held at Rapidan Hunt Club. Likeevery
other gathering it was necessary to cancel until the ChineseVirusthreat haslessened. Morethan 100 peoplehad signed up
to attend according to the organizers. We look forward to getting the Chapter started and working together. For more
information contact Sam Jarrell (540) 649-6290.

Microchip Program

Thetragedy of lost and stolen hunting dogsisrepeated so often that it becomeshard to deal with. Facebook hasapost on
somesite every couple of daysabout an escaped or missing dog. Especially disheartening are the reports of owners
searching for dogsfor months, usually without success.

For far toolong dogs, havegonemissing, sheltersarefilled with good |ooking hunting dogs ,and hunters get ablack eyefor
not taking care of their dogsor worseyet are accused of abandoning their dogsat the end of hunting season. Withthenew
magjority inthe General Assembly, heavily weighted by Northern Virginialegidatorswho are not familiar with hunting with
dogsand our customs, the micro-chipping program will say agreat deal about who we are and our love of our dogs.
Anything that we can do to dispel the mythsabout hunting dog ownerswill help.

TheVirginiaHunting DogAlliance Foundationisworking with the American Kennel Club Reunite programto bring low
cost micro-chipping of petsto Virginia. Thecost for anindividual dog or cat (yes, cat) is$15.00. Thecurrent averageprice
inCentra Virginiaisover $50.00. | personally have chipped al of my dogsat thefifty-dollar price. | want to haveevery
chancepossibleof retrievingmy dogif itismissing or stolen. | know that many hunterswon’t pay $50.00 to chip each of
their dogs, so | began asearch for theleast expensive and trustworthy way of providing that serviceto everyone. You
cannot beat the $15.00 pricefor achip and registration with areliable organization.

We are encouraging our Chaptersto work with their county animal control to include the micro-chipping with the next
rabiesclinic. If youwant aclinicinyour area, contact your local VaHDA Chapter or your local animal control. Further
informationisavailableat info@vahda.org.

CPOQO’sticketing vehicles stopped on Right of Ways

InJanuary, during afieldtria held by ahunt clubin Charl otte County two Game Wardensissued anumber of summonsfor
illegal parkinginahighway right of way. The Wardens stated that there had been acomplaint that they wereillegally
parked. Several individualswho were members of the Hunt Club were pulled of f the pavement at |east eight feet with
emergency flasherson, attempting to catch dogs. Theland bordering the highway right of way bel onged the Hunt Club
holding the Field Tria, and both men charged were members of the club!

The Game Wardens cited an obscure Highway Department regulation 24VAC30-21-30 Gener al ProvisonsConcer n-
ing Useof Right Way, whichreadsin part:
A. Noperson, firm or corporation shall useor occupy theright of way of any highway for any purpose except travel,
except asmay be authorized by VDOT, either pursuant to regulation or asprovided by law.
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The hunterswent to trial and the case was dismissed.
The Judge admitted he had never heard of sucharegu-
lation; the defendantsreceived astern warning that he
would enforcethat regulation inthefuture. Sincethe
defendantsdid not hirean attorney, several sectionsof
the Code of Virginiawere not considered and did not
enter intotheruling.

§ 33.2-105. Evidence as to existence of a public
highway.

...Inall such cases, the center of the general line of
passage, conforming to theancient landmarkswheresuch
exigt, shal be presumed to bethe center of theway and
inthe absence of proof to the contrary, thewidth shall
be presumed to be 30 feet.

§46.2-889. L ocation of parked vehicles.

No vehicle shall be stopped except close to
and parallel to the right edge of the curb or
roadway, except that a vehicle may be
stopped close to and parallel to the left curb or
edge of the roadway ...

846.2-893. Sopping on highwaysto dischar gecargo or passengers; school buses.

Notruck or bus, except aschool bus, shall be stopped wholly or partialy on thetraveled portion of any highway outside
of citiesand townsfor the purpose of taking on or discharging cargo or passengers unlessthe operator cannot |eavethe
travel ed portion of the highway with safety.

Webdievethat the Wardensacted out of aknown biasagainst hound hunting and used an ambiguous and obscure section
of Highway regulationsto harassthese otherwiselawful hunters.

A wordtothewise, make sureyou park well off the highway on theright side of theroad, particularly inthe Brunswick,
Charlotte, Halifax and Mecklenburg areas. Thereisno standard width for aright of way inVirginia. Someroads do not
havearight of way but smply and easement. It isyour responsibility for youto know. .. whichisvirtualy impossible. We
arelooking at optionsto provide added lega protectionsagainst future charges.

All permitted field trials have been canceled

DGIF hascancdled al field triasin responsethe Governor’s Executive orders. Wewill send out an a ert when that
changes.



Virginia Hunting Dog Alliance Page 8 April 30, 2020

Presentation to DGIF Wildlife Committee

Those of youwhofollow politicsknow that Virginiaisadifferent placetoday than it was oneyear ago. Onceamoderately
conservative state with aRepublican L egidature mainly suburban and rural, Virginiatoday isruled by aGovernor and
Genera Assembly that are dominated by very liberal Democratsfrom urban Northern Virginia. The challengefor the
VirginiaHunting Dog Alliance has been to recognize how to work with the new majoritiesrather than smply complain and
be confrontational. By the Grace of GOD, we have been fortunate to have been largely successful when othershave
stumbled. The presentation of factual argumentsin respectful oneto one presentation to legidatorsand their staff enabled
usto continueto be part of the discussion and mostly winfor our point of view.

Oncethe Genera Assembly adjourned, The VirginiaHunting Dog Alliance was asked to make a presentation about our
organization and issuesof importanceto the hunting dog community inVirginiaat theApril meeting of theWildlife Commit-
tee of the Board of DGIF. The meeting wasacasudty of the Corvid-19 Virusalong with so many other things.

VirginiaBoard members are appointed by the Governor for four-year staggered terms. Asnew membersbeginto serve,
weneedto helptointroducethosewho arenot familiar with the hunting dog community and to our way of hunting and how
important it isto conservation of Virginia swildliferesources. Many do not haveany practical knowledgeof hunting at all.

Weknow that if they only hear negative stories about hunting with dogs, they will not support us. The positive statistics
about wildlifeviolationsget their attention, but only when they understand that we arethe origina wildlife conservationists
and support many of the sameissuesthat they aso believeareimportant will they begin to understand our point of view.

Welook forward to meeting and working with the current Board and making our presentation when Board mestingsbegin
again asthisterrible pandemicwains.

Submitt an article

If youwould liketo submit and articlefor possible publishing in our newdetter, email usat info@vahda.org or mail itto PO.
Box 657 Powhatan, Virginia23139.

VHDA Board membersarered hunterswho owndogs. TheVHDA hasno paid staff. \We pay our own expenses because
“WeHAVE adoginthisfight!” If wesometimessound angry, itisbecauseweare! Wewould prefer to be hunting,
teaching our children about thewondersthat God hasgiven us, and training our dogs. Weknow that we must haveastrong
voiceor wewill loseto peoplewho not only disagree with you but hate and revile you because you hunt.

Copyright May 2020, VirginiaHunting Dog Alliance, Inc. PO. Box 657 Powhatan, Virginia23139.
Permission is granted to copy and distribute this publication inits original form only. Copy and spread this Newsletter far and wide.

Authorized by the Commonwealth Sportsmen’sAlliance PAC, Inc.



